
EHRiC/S5/19/C(EPFA)/192 
 

EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM KENNETH MCGIBBON 

I would like the Committee to consider my strong objection to the proposed Children 

(Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Bill. 

 
I am the father of three young children, and I have grave concerns that the proposed 

Bill represents unreasonable state interference in family life and undermines my rights 

to raise my children in the manner that I consider to be in their best interests. This is 

a gross impingement on family life which I consider to be harmful, unnecessary and 

unwelcome. 

 
Under the current law, parents who use unreasonable or immoderate physical 

punishment can and should be prosecuted. However, I strongly object to the 

conflation of moderate physical chastisement with ‘violence towards children’. I simply 

do not accept that a light, measured and lovingly administered smack falls into this 

category at all. I do not believe that there is evidence in literature or anecdotally to 

support the premise that light and lovingly administered physical punishment harms 

children in any way. It is for parents to decide how to lovingly discipline their own 

children. 

 
I am concerned that the bill will criminalise good parents for lovingly disciplining their 

own children and cause incredible pain to those convicted of an offence under the 

proposed new crime. At the same time this law will divert police resources from 

children who are genuinely at risk from abuse, preventing those children from getting 

the urgent police help that they need. 

 
In short, I would like the Committee to take cognisance of my protest against the 

proposed Bill which is an unnecessary and harmful intrusion into family life. It 

undermines the vital role of parents, will criminalise good parents and will divert police 

resources away children actually facing abuse and violence. 


